


 Hoover’s name 
became identified with 
the Great Depression –
and not in a good way

 Inaction worsened the 
Depression
 Committed to laissez-

faire

 Policy of “rugged 
individualism” –
believed people would 
become lazy if given aid



 Hoover thought depression would end on its 
own (economic cycle)

 When he realized it wasn’t getting better he:

 Cut taxes

 Increased federal spending on public works

 Helped buy surplus farm crops

 Established the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation

▪ Gave emergency loans to banks and businesses





 Governor of New York

 Nominated for the 1932 
election as the 
Democratic candidate

 Won the election by a 
landslide – people 
were so dissatisfied 
with Herbert Hoover



 Roosevelt’s campaign 
promise!

 Rejected the view that 
the government and 
economy should be 
separate

 Promised to “put 
Americans back to 
work”



 Was a collaborator – Brain 
Trust

 Had polio and was no 
longer able to walk 
without aid
 Sympathetic to the suffering 

of others and patience in 
times of trouble

 Communicated with the 
American public like no 
president had before!
 Fireside chats: explaining his 

policies in everyday terms

 Increased radio popularity



 1st first lady to take an 
active role in 
presidential politics

 Served as her husband’s 
eyes and ears by 
traveling the U.S.

 Advocated for 
women's’ rights

 Its up to the Women, 33’



 1st female cabinet 
member – Secretary of 
Labor, 1933

 Played a key role in the 
passage of New Deal 
legislation



 “The only thing to fear, is fear itself.”
 Pushed through Congress legislation that would 

have been difficult to pass during a less critical time
 CREATED THE NEW DEAL. 

 Measures in terms of 3 R’s 
▪ Relief

▪ Recovery

▪ Reform

 Purpose… to provide government programs to 
relieve American society, help them recover from the 
economic down-turn, and reform the institutions 
that got them there. 



 RELIEF
 Banking Crisis---Bank 

Holiday
▪ Closed all national banks
▪ Each bank could reopen only 

after government inspectors 
found it to be financially 
sound.

 Homeowners and Farmers
 Unempolyed

 CCC (civilian 
conservation corps)—
jobs to young men 
planting trees and 
cleaning forests

 PWA (Public Works 
Administration)—federal 
jobs by building public 
projects

 WPA (Works Progress 
Administration)—jobs by 
hiring artists, writers and 
musicians



 RECOVERY
 Increase incentives to 

produce and restore 
purchasing power

 NRA (National Recovery 
Administration)– set 
prices, production limits, 
and minimum wages
 Unconstitutional because 

government had no power to 
interfere with business 
activities conducted within a 
state (WHAT 
AMENDMENT?????)

 AAA—paid farmers to 
plant less, government 
bought farm surpluses
 Also unconstitutional… 



 REFORM
 Remedying the defects in the 

structure of the American 
economy

 FDIC (Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation)–
insured bank deposits

 TVA (Tennessee Valley 
Authority)—built 21 dams 
along Tennessee River to 
control floods and produce 
electricity

 SEC (Securities Exchange 
Commission)—watch the 
stock market

 SSA (Social Security Act)—
workers received insurance 

 NLRA( National Labor 
Relations Act)—workers could 
form unions



 Many accused Roosevelt of 
overstepping the 
government boundaries… 
taking TOO MUCH 
CONTROL

 Some believed America 
needed it.

 NIRA-unconstitutional 
 Schechter Poultry v. US

▪ Business involved within a 
state’s commerce could not be 
controlled by federal 
government

 AAA-(Agricultural 
Adjustment Act)—
unconstitutional 

 Court-Packing Scheme
 President wanted to appoint 

6 new justices to give him 
control of the court. 

 Viewed as an attempt to 
upset separation of powers 
and checks and balances!!!


